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Chief, 



!♦ Ik^revitb ^xta r^spo^rta px*vip*.r«d by A5 «« followtti 

fttt, » - Tbio io -V^5*8 report in L*tvi*n oovwrlsfl hl» ge<(w»r&.l 
•«liolt«tlon efforts iritb C' ZH iiaw3 tjue otber 

Latvian touxinto who visited Stockhola in Ootob<tr 1SI59- 

Att» s) - l» aA^’s wport in Letvien based oti iafarssatloa fz»a 
iZ3 oonoeralB^ tbo via it to ‘^dea in Septesiber 
1959 of Valdnaaie V.AUOASl£i. (VAtL!aAKX3’ rJjB.it. bae , . 
prevlouoly bewn ttie eubject of « i-eport byCT .ZI3 
in OSSA-. 9005 , 25 iepteaber 1559- 

Att, L - la a report by reporting, certain coiidltloos 

ia Latvle «s related by 

Am-.a *JAU5;VIK9yA (Bom oa 1397 » Latvia) 

tdao arrived in Stockhola 15 Moveobep 1959 fxoB ^aitvia, 

?lease aote that she ta the aother-inolav of Idea (T',S,C.), 

2. Attaohaeat C w« have been able to tm;*sl»t* here, out uaf ortoiu-tiay 
aiiat r.-ily oa nQ*<^u«rtei» for t.riHH»latlOB of the other two rofiorta. A» ia the 
iwiet wv would appreoiate havixui; oopiea of the Sagliab ttmnalationa of Attach- 
(s-nte / and H if these ere aade £>y t’eadqu«a*tex»t or If full, t^exuilatloae are 
aot r.«.de, poaslbly w« covi.ld heve a ouaniary of a»y part® you ferl are pertinent 
to future actloaa ta thio jxro.1ect, 35X71-04574 iadioatee tranelatloa dlffloalty 
with Latvian at Headquarters to-a, in light of wnich you %a.y prefer to have a/l5 
?r<?pare trrltteR report* ia '^wodtah la the future. As will seen frow *tt» d, 
a/ 1=. i* ooTspetent ia 'iwediab, altkou;th he will obviously writu More clearly a»«d 
fully in bia ivscive langua^re, and we would euggeat that ho uontioues writing 
■*y.ch reports! as ara »ot of intaodlot.;: laportenoe to I'l^gger in Latvian, provided 
traaslntlon of Latvian ia ni. t going to bo a periRaiiant probloa fox Headquarterw . 
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- OCCUPIED 

'On 1 October 195y# a p*Oup of Baltic, tpurlata arr 
‘'on the 8S Baltic. The >‘f^up ccnaBlsted7.Pfj!d’',latvianfiy 
_; ■ 8 Lithuanians. .: The,; group . leader VaV :a,"R,tw«\tan. The ' 

the Hotel Malmen, where it was possible to meet then* The Latvi^ <pX)ttp m ^ 
consisted of the following: LAURIS, political Instructor ( pblifex^) 

■■■^-.docent TlffilJB, yho, had with" J. . BERZAJB 

' ■ . VDfnERS), Tice director of the Riga Dramatic Theater , who had lag 






M. Z1 verts; BACKS (his brother is in Boras); SAieONE; EI^I6TAt6>.'(a J*!?» ,'j • 

,,.. . , ->- .’-''I-.’ , '-V' 

roentgenologist; BERGMAN IS, from Engr Popov's Radio Factory; and; Phulij 



,KK;MARIS, a Journalist. 



-./.■•AiUf 



Bertaje 



a journaj.ist._ , •; , 

2 October, ■lt.|Va.i5''.p^ talk a iaiultsi^j0^i^p|.^^ 

, Bergaianis and Bachs. At first they seemed e . 
ed them in- Latviah, . but later they ■ 'became; 



’addressed them ; in Latviah, but later they ^became more 
'.Ctts'sed various questions with great animation and did 

. their. Sympathy with the, occupying regime. Bergmanis arid- Berj^djlTiSteXai^^ 
their' point of view most ardently, ^lle Bachs agreed with' tlhe 'f'ilto'tiSWnlw' ' 



'• I* ‘-li K.; 



of hlfl tv^ companlorifl in a more automatic faBhlon; sometiaetB ha conferadlctiad 
jiiffiself , vhlch he in'r^^a lately had to\1uBtlfy* ' 

They tried to dee:rlle present-day life In Latvia In the brightest 
j^ssible colors* They said an upswing vas noticeable in all of ^ 

There haa beon no mor^? ruins in Riga for a long time# A:;n«^ era of - ’; ■ ' 
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construction had begun. Many peopU v«re building th«lr own hOMs. 

«. ta«41n«y full, ho-.',«„ul» 

30,000 rid)iM. ; flow .of tra«le'/’'ln' 

- . ^ V - \ .■ V- • :' . . " '■' ~ 

Since .prlYste cars were no longw'; 'scarce , Bachs 

He works In som forestry and land '^Yelopiieit InsiltS^'iiil^^^^^! 
official trips, Bergmanis stresses that Utrla is balx« trai»f<»a4''’li^; '•, . 
an industrial state. He admits that kolkhoz faming has not had'w 
success, but one. should not warry^i^t 'it, si«»e gri^l^ 

the Ukraine, I pointed out that Utrla had always tMd' aufrioimit 
.nd oth.r urlcultur .1 product, of It. o« la tU put, «d tbrt 

exported (julte a lot to other countries, so why has tto 

so, radlcallyt Are the present fdn^. and faking ktluk woraa 
old ones? Bergsianls was fwced ;io;iadiait ‘ 



and the Indifferent attitude, of 'kpikhoz 
a few exceptlone, he admits that ’.tl^^ k^ 



a few exceptlone, he admits that'.tU .k^ Sltktlk 

but, as be said before, the Ukraine would sere ewerythli^. 

During our conrereatlon we nentioned the iunnatiiriair araat inaria^'^''^' 
in the population of Latrla. According to BargMnis, Riga has a popnlnliM' ’ 
of 600 , 000 . Bachs conmented that It night ba oloaar to. 800,000«' ” 

came up with the arbitrator's Judgnent, saying that the abtssO. popaiatlOB 
figure was in the vicinity of 750,000. Vbatbar this flgura Inolutoa tte 
Russian military forces, no one could say. Hot one of t bew denlad feM 





Ab r«g«rda quMtiona about eo-«xl>tcnee vlth th« 






ware rather evasive and reserved. They said the jiusalani 




-the Latvians. Each: nationality leads ita’bimciiore'v 






In this way also sooe -l^lvlduai 'enteniria(is'vhave'^:been:/:arra 

. . ■■■• .'..... . , . .: 

depending on whether the adDlnlstratlon is Buselan oe 

:■ • ■ ■;■,■■ •• •/■ V: 

of workers quite naturally are of the eae* , nationality. Aa 'an c»>vl®r J 
Bergnanis mentioned the Riga Radio Factoi^ liaenl Popov^ Whare 1m htljiilf 
is employed as an engineer. The Ape it is entex^lae, whloh..f^^ 
only several tens of workers, has now deTsloped into a hufa ant(k?iiPlM 
which employs over 2,000 workers and ooeuples a proaiiiMnt poaitlooi la tte 
general USSR plan. Also VEF and the Riga Railroad Car Faetoc^ 4 ^ 
on al all-Onlon scale, nils was enphao iced with special parlte/.|' 
himeelf Is said to have retired on a pezuiion several years 



I tried to return once more to the question ~ what aniat'iffljlifl It wilni 



V.S .V-i- 



to transform our smell agricultural country and peoplsi, \xf foz^y'lafeo Ml 
industrial country, as we have no great natural reaouroaa to 



while, . at the sane time, we must find shelter, work, clothing, 
for a huge crowd of occuplers-(>ara8iteeT Badn't we achieved tbo msceeaery 
balance between agriculture and Industry during' the period of Lotvla'o 
Independence with a normal-elie population? Being unable to in&l^te asqr 
shoartcomlngs In the Latvian state economy of that tlSM, BergnaniO replied 
heatedly that now no one Is being exploited and that industry is oOMkatlal 

When the” rao out of arguments, they began to ai? aora 



for a Ptate 



and more standard phrases and party "truths" In their cooTersatlon; I 

■ ■■ ■■ •• •• ■ 

pointed out that there never had been such great claso dlstittCtions In 
Latvia SIS there are now. There la no comparlaon 

the party boesee> artists, vr iters, sportsBehf atd^y''iui^?Uiat' of tlM 'ociipoa 
laborers who do hard work and receive extresaly lew vogee. Isn't that 
human exploitation? [They said] new a man works for the benefit of the 'j 

state, and not for that of Individual capitalists. I asked what vouU 
happen in the event of free elections, without Russian bayonetst P e r g e m ls; 



claimed that the Russian bayonets had no istportance whatsoever s^ the 

■ >="i 

result of the elections would definitely be in favor of the rriinunlete . . ! 

He did not deny that there were some oppc>^ient8 to the regime, cone la ting 
mainly of remaining adherents of the former regime; however, their iiiwrtiefl .. i' 
was extremely small. Even new there were 

had to be suffered. As an example, he smntioned that the old fbrMisrS'>''^- ' 
were being replaced by younger men Just graduated fron^^iehool. 
old foresters are kept as ordinaory forestry workere* 

In referring to events of the past, they nn«t<iMnaieiy biamaS- gtelift’- • ‘ ■ A 

as the cause of all sufferings and misfortunes. At present depoartatlooe ' i'!'’; 

ai:e no longer heard of, while all those who were deported darlag Btalln'k 
time have returned. When I commented that packages were still being eea^ 

f 

and letters were being vrltten to Siberia, which definitely "prxrnM the 1 

existence of slave labor camps, these gentlemen claimed that they had "mb' 







infonwtlOD about that. Khrxishcber'a role durlsg Stalln'a ralCB vw Mid 
to have been quite unlnportant and he cannot be regarded as an OMoaplide 
In Stalin *:• . criminal actiTltiea. . . I expreaaed aoMi.iili^t 
since the eTente in Hunga^ {O^ed that eMa'.'^'the^.' ^ioplnian'''teiM''’^^ 

Khruahoher can be Just as cruel and bloodthlrst/ M hln farmer boee Stalin* 

In the morning of 3 October I telephoned Paulis Ducnania at the hotel* i 
He remembered me iiBZM»diately and expressed the vish to see me* Ve agreed 
to met at 2000 hours near the hotela Since be had to go to aote 
pso^y, ve arranged to meet the next day, k October, In my. apertmeht* Ihe 
convereatlon vas carried on very frankly. He described his life since 
the var and the gi*adual development of events in Latvia up to tha ysaaent 
tlma. Even on this evening ve vere unable to talk about <11 t-bf- 



vhioh interested us both. Therefore ve arrai^ed to meet ohee wre on 



10 October, vben the group vas to return to Stockholm on U,s tsisisira 
Journey, after touring Sveden. 

I have kncTvn P. bucmanis since 19^1, \^en he vaa editor of tlw Datvnvplle 
nevspeper. At that tltoe be did not conceal the fact that he belonged to 
the "Perkonkrusts ” organization. In his desk drever he still kept a photo* 
graph of Gustavs Celmias. He had proved himself as a capable Journalist 
and was very much Interested In art and literature. Later Ducmanis became 
editor of the "Kuldlgas Vestnesis" during the time of the Kurzesw stronghold. 
Finally he became a var correspondent vlth the 19tb Division* After the 
capitulation, he became a Russian prisoner of var and vas sent to sooie 






EC[|[ 













' It ■' ■ 1 A^^^''' 






cup ommr Lsnlngrad^ vher« bm 9tmj9d for 3 ywm* After hla nturn pnm,^ 
prlsoD cup, he lived for a long tlJM in Ri^a vlthout. .^Ix^: 



AccoMlng to D*^, at that’ tiu there vaa a letter 



confualon vaa ab great that be; could live. In ‘ Rl|{e^^v^|th' the 

frieode* After Stalln'a death and the prc^Iuatlc^ of uneety^ it hee^ 

posaitle to legalixe oneself, and since that tine he *^gan to'llve#" j 

. . ‘ ■ . I' \r ? ' i 

Gradually h« turoad again to Joumalian and bagan to vrlta for a Bpoorte ! : 
publication. Becauaa of hit JourDtllatlc ability, ha vaa ai^tagad '' jll 

nevly publishad navepaper "Rlgaa Balsa" and vas givan tba poaitioo of aotiAg 
chief (editor) of the inforaation dapartnant. he axpraaaad doubt that hm -■ 
vould be able to raaiain in this poaitioo for rary long, aa it ahould 



actually ba occupied by a Coenuniat Party aaad>ar* 



otbar thfng§^v%»;. 



vaa alao engaged in aoaa translation vork, sinca hs vas f littsat ■4a' 
languages. Ha had alao begun to vrite atoriaa. Tn afer mhhft iM, 
the vritar Jania Grins, A. Kroderis, A* Johanaona, *nd ha viahad bb .mi^ 
Artura Beralns and Dz. Soduoa. He aaked na not to vrita anything abobt ^ 
his meetlnga and convereationa vith the Latrlana in Stoekhola, f or U 
case he vould have tc account for it after hia return host. Dm famir 
"official" loeetings he had, the easier it vould ba for hiia to gat alobg' 
with the adBinlstratioo. It aay be added that in apita of 0. 'a ra^taiDSt and . 
J. GriM' proalaes, some very undesirable and c<»plataly niainforalilg 
articles appeared about the excursion, and particularly about Oueaanln, in 
Aicerica's "Latvl,‘;a ' and also in Gamny's "Latrija." It has bean aaeax^laad 



















■=• .•’ '.' .•’ '■ ' '‘7 



tbat the author of tha.artlelAt in tha Anrioan papar ia jJaaia'''9n|telAl^ 
vhOB Ducmanla had oel ^ar saan nor . aai'^pa^ bat 

of aaaaatloDaUaa,. had faW^^ a.:.aarlAa';;6f;i!^'ii^^ 
fro« atateaente aada by J.' Qrina* ' ■ ’ “• '' : 

'a Daacrlutlon of Llviigi Coodltlona In Oeoupiad lAtirtaiV"^"^^^^^^^^^^ ’ '’ 



Tba period Juat before the capitulation of the KnrxaM itroogi^pll vaa 
full of deep diaappointnanta and diailluaiooBanta. M the bapltalatloo }■ ■ 4^ ;, 
drew near, the aoldiera. vho had fooe through bard and baroie'tia. '.'; 

^ ' . ■ I ■ ; • '•■ ji-j 

left to their fate* The colooela aought to acquire ■inlatar*a p^^foUoa 

i>* . 

and tried vith all their night to laaTe "the ainking ahip*" ^ia hod • ' i'‘' 

created a very depreaaing ataoapbere and a feeling of deaertlon aiaoqg ^ . 

I • \ i » ■* * 

the population and the aoldiera* Then foUoved the capitulation vith ' 

endleaa aufferinga, huailiationa and Rxiaaian oppreaaion* Ihe pa^la 

vere forced to their tmeea, they vara eid^usted and in ruga* WMa o 

nan goea through great hardahipa, hope ia hla only donaolatioiu At *uch ^ ' 

■ "V.' • I 

timet rumors and betrayals are moat likely to occur* Kumora irera Bjrreail .f- 

and believed about the most fantaatic thlnfat one expected the Anisricens, 

I 

the Britiah, and even the Svedea, and natxxrally in rain* Tha people lost ' 

hope, they became indifferent and liatlaaa; but above all, they vOated to 



live* Reprlsala and deportationa 



ad like an apidenio dlaaaaa* The 



foreata were full of soldiers and civiliana, vho sought r•i^lga tbara fron 



the oppression and lavlaaaoeaa of tba Ruaaiaitf * Than, all of a auddeB, 










mm 

.1 .. -.... -4il 

Stalin was on hie deal hoed. With bated breath the people vetted for tbe ' 

. ’fill 



end of this monater and, maybe, for the BOMtit of llb<eretio&« Bati tbe^iT 



■ oAA^"' 



hope vaa not fulfilled, for a. nev. d.ictetor ■tepp^"'iih^'iAM'ple6e“''ibf. 

one. 



Looking backvard, it ahotild be noted that the 19^9 d*P<>t^tloiie ««x 
the Boet extenaive, and the Latvian peaaantry vae deetrojed to Its vary 
roots. After Stalin's death, things gradually eased up to sons eztanb* 



The Cheka ceased to make nightly arrests. This vas' the period of gfMtMit 
relaxation, as one could be fairly certain that no one vould be botherg^ 
vlthout any obvioxu reason; therefore, if people did not ahov opto 
resistance to the existing regiae, they did not have to fear any pearaeiCttklOB* 
After the proclalised ansiesty, one could register and <Mi 7 : to f IM • 



It vas possible to earn something end acquire soaie neoeeci 






of lifew 



The people vho had heretofore been deeply oppressed could raise 
heads a little and "begin to live." Thci*e vas a great ehortsige of ln^Sii^ 
gentsia and specialists in ail fields of life. Many fornar vorkera et. 
first stayed avay from fulfilling their dutiea under tbe Russian regies! 

In Ducmanis ’ opinion, that was a great mistake, since the vacencies vere 
filled vith inefficient persons and Russians. It Would have been better 
tu think of the possible preservation of /^tional unity [eeoog the LatTlens]* 
In 19^^, the Latvian people were again stirred up by the dlstjl£^»SUMee 
in Poland and the uprlslr^ in Hungary. Once again hopes vere kindled Whet, 
maybe, the hour of liberation liad finally come. Everyone vho had a chance 









laii 

I li fe 






















to hear foreign radio broadcasts sat patientljr at Ukiir radio W 



ba and ' ’ i “ 






greedily listened to the nevs., espeolally friOtt .-Ing'iiildi ^woA Waat 

■ ’VAA'sy ^ 

vhi(^ verajhaard aoat"cllia|i|^^^|i^^ 

^^and ald-'to'-Bungary by ' jUalbrlj^i^ ■jbibsii:|^ 









avaited 



nt had cone, vhenaii; 



to shake off their oppressors* A spirit ~’]r*‘f'T'\'tT^*~i1TT‘* . 'Tiiffftad' .t# 
the expected help fron the Vest, KhHishcheT hurried to the "aid" of ' 

.• •"•'• .,a V' 

. • • • ••.•• ■.;■.■•■ , ■ ■ '^^'■ 2 . r- ^'5?''. r. 

Hungary and the heroic Huagarlah people vere drovnad in their ^ ova h 

■■ ■ ; ’. '■■ ; ■ '■<?■- ' .' h '• 

The Latrian people do not want to suffer such a fate* Tbe dleappoiatpank 

and bitterness is directed aalnly against the Anerlcans, as it ill balisaaid 
that the Aaerlcam bad Incited the Hungarians to revolt i»t>A had pgroa4aad 

' ' ' . ’v. 

help, hut had then abandoned then in their alsfortvM* Oim eaiiii^v;apa|iyt 
about any further hopes* The people oust try to. easura ttMir aalMriali i'; 
position, preserve their Latvia spirit, and liva vlthin ths 
limits* There was nothing else to do but be’ loyisi'to - \ 

Ducaanis compares present-day Ufa in latvla vith living under 
definite roof. The height of the roof is determine by Mcmcov, aad/fiiav^^^^^ 
local Coeaunlst Party watches closely that no one tries to Jaap out 



this designated shelter. Living conditions era J^Rps^ing ^tva^llly*/ ’ ' 
People have enough to eat and to wear. Latvia produces textilas of d flairly 
good quality, but they are old-fashioned and lack variety. After a texkiXs 



mill has begun to produce one kind of fabric, it is manufacturM Inrsai^ 











great, q^aniltles that the customer* begin to get tired of this uniformltj* 
The seme is noticeable tn^flelds of productlOQ, vbere there le 

ofieci a surplus of one certain itee^ but other^ eq,uelly iMoeseii7| ttee> 
are net available on the cnarket, E« oentloned, for exei^le, Uiait eoee 
factory had begun to produce nuatard-pota in ouch greet quehtltlea that 
all varehouaee vere filled up to the ceiling; there vea no sore deiaand 
for them on the aarket, but production continued "according to pljuu" 

Once the naohinery had been started, it ia not ao aieple to atop It* 
Especially the ladles complain about the shortage of fabrics; tfa«y mrv 
very anxious to get some good cotton fabrics vhlch have beeoM ao j^pular 
In the Veet. 

Relief peckagea are not as isq>ortant as they used to he* (kpalseixn 
etoree are full of merchandise froe the Vest, and tha^prl<^':\'have^': d ro ned'' 
considerably. Naturally, tboee vho can afford it viU <biflji|italy't^ to 
buy sotaatbing original which has coee froe the Vast* He teul : 

eaterlal for bis suit (British) for Uoo rubles per meter * Scvliig is eery 
expensive. All articles of clothing are said to be ODStyiiah el^^ 
one cannot conpere them with those seen in Stockholm. Beoently a large 
amount of textiles is being received from CzechoelofTi^da and Ghlaa^ 



-,v." 

i,,' 

.ir- 






paring merchandise prices in StocldiolB and Riga, Ducmanla . cama to tbs 
conclusion that consumer goods here [in Stockholm] ara far better^ eoM 
tasteful, and cheaper; but luxury gooda, i*a*, radio and taleeibsiba oe^^- ' 














etc., are cheaper In Riga. Another unfortunate thing le that the goo^j 
produced according to plan are not aeitllahle Juet at the tlM vhah thiix 



* V ‘ 









.are oeed^t fur> coats and.' felt>: hoots a oa»t ^s :■ 
sufflaer, hut 'bathing a ults ' ‘in 'thfe,- Vinter ^ ' ■' 2 . ■ '•' ' 

Cultural ehtertainaent Is also cheaper in Latriikjrsuch^as thaatMUr 
concert tickets, as veil as hooks. In general, ooeupled LatTia had BOtfilag 
apeclal to offer in cultural achleveasots. Writers of proae are iMdiCM^A ’ 
he particularly censured V. Laels. The youhg poets are aald to ha-ao^Vv - - 

Y 

successful; for example, Saulit^M [first nane not given]. Anong tha C^' 



ones, J. Medenis is etill a whole grade above all the rest. 



He bed no idea of the cultural work of Latvians in exile. Vhu 1 
shoved hiaw scsM hooka published In Stockholm, hs ves eurprlMd 
enthusiastic that anyiihing so valuable vas being dote hare* 
regretted Svahe's passing avay. 1 asked him If he voiuld liha, 
some hooks vith him*. [He said] he would like to'^{j|bB all 
he was not permitted. He asked me if I couldn't give hlB3S0SM' 
schoolbook published in Stockholm. He tore out the first page 
language textbook with the Latvian state emblem and the national 
saying that he knew that by hesurt. When I mentioned that our 
tion is growing up in the Latvian spirit, had not forgottan tha lAtrian 
langxtage, was united in various organizations, and in general vaa nationals 
istically inclined, D. was pleased and said - veil, then evex*ythlQg |g all 
right. Young people In Latvia are forced to grow up in the Commiat 







1 










■ \rj' 



•plrlt, but MTertheless their national feelings are strcR^« Thejr ere 






rmry bard<«orklng and seriou#, as they realize 



■V --v'- 



against heayjjr-'it^sian odds ^ih\all.virie^j^ 
the hipest poos bile eduoatiOD> S9. can get 



that ..they 



their position. Connunist educatieh and prope^nda 
Tama like faetpry-ovner, kulak^ laB&owae^ etc y have ahasiee .; 

Meaning, being equivalent to bandit, irabbar and ■urdarer* But 




. • f 



rmm 



' } 



y .vi' 









Min vlU react releatlfttsljr to aojrthlng ehioh votOfl dMtircqr 
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his hoaelande They return vlth prl&e froa other repi]bliM^^;e^^ iMoeeifnl^ V;^. 
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victorias in sports events. In the event of free elections, D. antielpstes. 
that there vill at first be a strong leftist Majority tn tiis floternssiit^] f'' 

• , ■ ' .'•vf*.'- , 

since all those who, rising fron the Statue of labor<m or hSIVS 

, ■ ■■ ' ••••■ ■ ••'.. ■■ ■■ ■••., iv.y.'v.-.. - 

gained leading ^poelt ions will want to retain a sysWn 
them in such a proninent poaltion. They also realise 
period of eny changes one will have to 'ioxpeiCt 

tloM. Ducmanis added that sazgr penpi • nn»- hlk'’': ' 

because’ of his present occupation^ ■ ■ ■ 

TlU V'V 

Criticism is heard more and more frequently. It Is poaaihla to sTjpr^s ~ ~ 
oneself rather freely about various short costings In *~*n tiT* ...' 

tratlve field; naturally one must not touch upon the Fsrty or its Isadars^- 
personally. Khrushchav'e visit in Riga was fairly veil reoaivad, as ha knoira 
hov to please the maEses vlth various small gestures. For aaanipla, Ka lrham liis 
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had received the ir,y ’.rc .tl^^n that h« Bhouid try to .tp'M^ more in the LatTian 
language. When Korusiichev noticed a line foiTdng V!Ptrt»i4j|:va^ 4^ •!';• •' 

■ .. ' ' t- '• 

he asked v^t it va£ fcr and then {fare ,tl^ 



distributed in such a vay that one Vould not lUire to stand In lliie#^' ^ " 

turned out that the milk in the store vas sour and the people bad to vait 
until a fresh supply of milk was brought and distributed. There 'is said 
to be enough milk; it is ev'en shipped in railroad tank«cars to Leningrad 
These exaiaplea show that Khrushchev Icnowa bov to show hive If as a 
boss ana defender of ihe people. I ashed vhethar the people do not 
remember the bloody events in Hungary, If they can get enthuslastlo orrw v ; 

■•:.■• ••V- 

such trillee. D. ausvered that the people do not think about It^ and bsudqt^’ V 
even do not understand the relationship between eventa^ bat coMlder 
incidents as a sign of evolution: things are gettlJ^ and :f 

every day. D. added: you and I thlidc more deeply aVoiA^ auch quMtio^ 

^ ' V' ' ' 

. • ■ • . . : ... , . ^ , 

but at hom ve dare not tall about it. He considered the rMoval of 
Berklavs as resulting from tlie fact that he vas a vtctla of a tactical 
error, since B. had openly and directly shown national tendenclm in hla 
work.. A secret struggle against Russian domination is noticeable Iji all 




fields of Hie, especially in literature and arb; one cannot alvaor* follow 

6 direci c jurse, t -. r- c.u.'St frequently go by long and vindlng detoursw 
fni-re It; a .; .: i; l campaign against deforestation and agalnat 
La:'.'’i.a'E ^ oi;.;. le : ■rervi* Ion into an. indiistrlal state. Lithuania is 

d-:. . i; . urjly and has iial some success, ihere is said 



















to b. . project to combine the rayon. Into tha f oi»ar dtotelcU C^r»«4.»k 
»*r® ha. greatly profited free the abolition Of thm iflg. 
dlatrlbtttlon of naehine. anong the kolkhosea^/ 
irtien-^..ary. Th«^ are, a^o. no now' 
not-, .alted to Latrlan condition.. tb» 
i-Prore^ .Ince the introduction of . definite dall^ ^a,.. ' 

by -cultlrating .nail indlridual plot. •»d .rml.li» ao^ 
to a little Incooa ,'on the ‘Ido. .lU .to 



they «™ge. «aall partie. vlth <irlnW^ .nd'dt^^anUrt^^ 
prorlelon. are id. for the 1 ..*. to-be occupied ond to.apaaft-tliii,^^ 

In •uparficlal entertalia.nt. ' ■.•■■•- ' 

Th. Jta..Ua ..r.rl.n pcllcr b.. r«ob«l It. U« th. w 

bmscM mule ud d«p«iid.nt on tb. >t.U. 9 m JandonMn ' 

of clnn 41.tlnctlon.. Ih.r. .p, only . f*, ^ / -;.■, : M' 

^ t«-.tb th- tb. r^lnln, „rty «.b«. 

' **“ *•***•» *“* *“ ““ 1“» P>»“ - Mw. wlM m 

lb rmliM. ,o« Of tb. old urutoernt. Imt* Miiln >« iwolrtod.. . 

to many position, in Russia. ' - '"f'''':' 5% 

Ibe question of medicine ha. graatly impro^, A nee generation of 
doctor, ha. been added. In general, doctors' aalarlea are lorn in hoapltela 

and polyclinics, but the rayon doctor, earn aneh aora and are la a eiiy 
good material position. 
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Tbere are a great u.a:iy (?) Russian soldiers in Latrla. Latvian y6utha 
perform military service mainly in the Baltic Military District and hajre 
proved themselves as very good soldiers, Tt« territorial corps was dis- 



banded after the disturbances in Georgia, I. ■ 

There are niany Jevs in Riga, mostly 'buslneseBien. (aerchants ), vho 4re 
q^uite rich* 

Travel outside the Iron Curtain is fairly complicated* It Is usually 
arranged hy some trade u:ilon in coordination with a person's place of 
employment , The number of allotted places [for traveling], which is usually 
very small, is publicly made known at the places of employment* Hie 
applicants are appraised (given consideration) by their employers and the 
further formalities ot de^>arture are handled by the trade union* Usually 
the family or other cloije relatives remain at hoioe as a pledge* 

The ’‘Voice of Aiaerlcu" broadcasts are not very effective; their 
reception in Riga is poor, but somewhat better in rural areas* The hroad« 
cast coatentB are often very indifferent and one can feel that the mentality 
of the people in Latvia Is not understood in the Vest* They [the Latvlsi&s] 
are not Interested in to^into aoout accumulated riches aod about the high 
standard of living, as they that themselves) but they should be giv^n 

ful.l information about the air.E of the Western world and the definite 
• xoiertaLec for rh*; *ioera- lor. ;f oppressed nations. Very little is 
fU. .''--f:. Ht - in' out the scientific and cultural work done by 

:hu‘. ;.w ko:rw:\ uhich the Russian propaganda advertises, 
fA' ou* among Themselves ana the ‘iangers of 














CODCluslOQs: w» , living In the 






s^andix^ with the Latriana at hooa# Ve s^ xiot by 



• - - v’' ^^'.V(* "f w ’ * V , V ' S 

but; b^: cpx^ pro{«ganda and. Xactf, ‘tltik*t^i^]lk^ 



' ■5>,? r 'T^!iv''f- < T-' 






vbrld.; caxinot last for' ever,' and that a't^iyCioa'pu8t--'CoaMi*'^'6ii)^^il^l'''tlM'!'^ 
Latvians In exile are not extinct, they ax^^sj^udylng and'. VOirl^AK# <io tbati' '' 



some day^nSy be useful in the ccsmon task of restoring their native land 
with the help of the experience they have gained abroad, Sxanplas have 
proved that our aspirations may find a response only aaoog the jalddlarsl^kd 
generation. The old generation Is approaching the gevr^, but the. young 
generation, vhlch haa never seen anything else, sees its defender in the 
greater native land [liSSR]. Ve must give them the opportunity, liy 
, or illegally, to reau ihe works of Latviaxis*in-exlle aod of vrlters ;of - 
other naticr-alitles, which they are very eager to read. One sutst : itrlfa 
to meet all the people who come over here as tourists, and tell' thin, in 
calm and thoughtful discussions, about the freedom oyer here, 
return home, they will — without being avare of it — tell the. others 
about their experience. We must have transmitters that can be beez^ over 



there. 



It may be added ihac D. sho\^ great enthusiasm for the local modern 
architecture. ?.e liad not even imagined anything similar to vhat he had 
seen Iti Va, : , i'.'or'- leaving, he promised to write to me and' send 

me g^joKs* 
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The Conmunists are makiag use of every opportunity to Indlio* IntYlaitf 

■ 4 • ' 5 ^'^*'' 

abroad to return to occupied Latvia^ or at laA to go. thara for a aliort . 

. f rii'i- 



visit. They eeiul all kluds of agantB and even fanlly MiriMOa Latvia* 



' t f 



For this purpose, Sweden ie particularly popular. At tltacag^^ flaptjjailiar ■- 
19^9, the painter Valdemars VALIMAinS visited Stockhola, '' v., 

brother, Vilis Valloanis, also a painter. The latter has lived In V^ralazid, 
Sweden, since 19^^. He caiM here after fleeing from the Sorlat occupation 
forces, together with his foster fathsKT and his Bother*: 
now a Connaunist Party menber. He vorked for a while In Hlga Ih the 
Academy of Arts. He vent on the trip to Sweden so that he could, on a 
so-called "scientific travel assignaent", collect naterlal f<nr lUuatratlons ... 
to Selina Lagerl&f's book. Under the cover of this asalgjaarait^ he alao., 
devoted considerable effort to persuading his brothair to.retam>to Blga^- 
where he could obtain an assistant 'a position in Uba{L*0 liuadaM$a."ala^ 
at the Academy of Arts. The brother In Sweden, natursJdyy; awaialdari^' thia ' V. :' 
offer as unrealistic, at least for tha isnedlate future, ▼aldeanla 




stayed at a hotel in Stockholm, where^ according to hla;^' Atiatw .hai -waa 
frequently visited by members of the Soviet Sabassy, RiSSwala and Lapina*^ 
They checked Valdmanis's baggage, especially the books he had acquired la 
Stockholm. He was not allowed to spend the night with friends or aoqualat^ 
ances. His travel allowance was fairly high, Kr. hS.OO per dey, not Includ- 
ing the hotel. 










- : 

The most ctiaraclerlatlc points of ValdnanlJ* stat— »ntil ‘ At 
the Latvian latelligentala in Latvia has to vlthttazid stronf ' poUtlcail 
■':pro88wre exerted by Russian, dow /haatrily\!M;j4fa^'-'«fei^^ 






national culture. Moscov is trylzig., as ;im as ppssib^ 



.characteristic national traits In all .f ’Is Ids of az^, by iitDOsiMr'i:W-;fll^^ . 

element. It vas encouraging to hear Valdnanls* statement that tha rasistanda 



of Latvian artists to this Russification vas spontaneous and so far' ..uilbyolcy ^^^ . : 
Ibus^ for example, some mediocre Russian painter by the 'nane. vOf - .jPetemshtiNl^ ^ ^^.!.. 
vas not accepted Into the Artists' Union.- Finally, he did get In, but on, 
the basis of directives given by Moscow comrades. To resist Russian ■ 

' - '''•'■L-tW- ■ 

pressure, especially in the flt»e arts, the Latvians are trying to shosr, 

...... . . . / . 



vith exhibitions organized in Riga, at least a part of^the aehlaTemnts 'of- • 

emigre painters; In this vay they try to emphaslie the wider range of r.ffef 

Latvian art, • ^ 

The third brother of yaldmajiis was a member of the Legion and dis* 
appeared during the deportation of 1945/l9*»6. A cousin, also a fdarnar 

■rWM'- 

legionnaire, is ill in Riga. Valdmanis had to wait 7 sionths for. his pendf’^^^- 
to travel to Sweden. He had to have' statements [recospnendatloas 1 frca 









a trade union organliiat ion and froa the pollcoe On hia return to 
he vas to report to his supervisors oh everything he bad done^ aoen suid 






heard* 

There said to be much drinking In Latvia^ especially in artlets* 

clrcief'a The standard Is eatibfactory • 



Vaidi v*ij:.ls vas ac the Stockholm airport by Soviet Rmbassy 
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il •'•'r , t * P^’^'^’dt.n”' och .Irabe tsrani Pl ' a la t* ;t,iden''-^iT^^^ 

/-.fid ':>k.H 1 "i ir V'id'^ru cii.r.u r.er-i ryajar (iJO.J^On).! 3 thderna-brlMW botrl^i^ltt ■: 

:: t . ')r> t r.-‘b'.3 :,rb -; tak landol.T I. :' t -l^'nd atrbaiaar in dC; Tyaka, : 

3vtvrt.h-i.r.dlare,30E, tv1«r :)tt .hiir flnua fortfsrande n?*got mora .to. axinanatajd’lalfi^^ 

P& ;:ru; J --v d sn-.'-b tcra' boa .tudabri ? t>';n .fri-iiijaa egnahema by-giren',mo.n p& al8t'bi'^M;’,£ .' 
■ ■ ■ d|e sou: u7l)^■3^^.■;JeT.:.,6^^ x' - ruitionalls'j.rhs .Buy giT.alslBaterlal fir e j : 

fj’.Bor. fcljd by-ggs d.et ■ atulat.Alla Vtjalfiv 

,dio priv.-ita bilnrn'’, ;ir kept’.-, for pengar aotn fS.tt .man- mad ■att'''»fiija;'^ 

V a ’ • o r f .r .'•. n & ru:'e k r> r 1 ;* tsar. 
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a'l T -/Id o-': r.f:d ruv:'-runcio reglr.n r. . Bo t akrnoir.laku 1 ivat har'.Tbr- - 



"3m: 

yyykM 

t vuui-i a , i v^'irV " 

vi. nt:*rk].'T'jf>r p.^. :;on,:.urGn ooh samaia aven. med jordbruk^ 



c;-U ^ * r ;T0.r .p.U:-t ' Tort ^V:';.ror rir:/u;;,n!en ej :i& dQ beh3va looxwnarr 



klii- ler V 1 n t rr. 

T'* 1 akripen . 

j '!■ j f 0 r *. 1 '3 e r. T' o r-‘ .• r — ^ v r.» rh :ik t e 

r.-'n. ;;;=ir.e ra t i..c: :'.g r v ^ 0 :* p 1 kcauri i s 1 1 n k an-la , 



::.ollixv.. rysaar, och baiter. 



vvrki 



i , 1 !:’ib j ri-in. T- for* f-irKiidu -iGp.dr terade. Ay,.de^ Sr 1^41 

h.:.r oj r:i'Tr.>. ’:c'r.-^1t 1 1 1 1 bnka , 3 r'' V i 1 1 tnanncn.Do aom Atervand-jr f rStt 

S;ibirler, kro p^". 1 1 r I onh i nv^l 1 J e r ,har sv&rt .att finna slg' i 

ue r’.d G f drhfin anden , har sv&rt ntt f3 r-,rbote eller bostad.Gfthoka, 

rSrekor.raGr .do t ,.a;.it'. .le 1 1 e i‘ oom kommer. f rSn ntraffla^er blir dnta /ro'gia'tr'^l^^^ 

rjide'och aoE r.brjd l.'Jvn boaatta sir* i Lo ttlanJ .T>iirf or haoder de at t - d'^^ 

r ri 3 1 3luv \r:... L ,? r v.ind cr till sina iujerstuder i Siblrlan.I O0r5deri''^-i%‘^l'^ 

; . , ■ ' . ' l ' ' ' 

Sj’ i 1 -i cc>. ^^vrj pTx.-f-r i och pa 'n^^ra plutaer ocht 

f.inna. del b.iky I , j orr. fbrljuder tikltraiG for bef olknlngen# : 
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1 T-‘ k nit; ijnp rain i ando med det .ungarska fo'Iket 
■t X i-lk’nernti ej hjelp*-.t! folkot,30B d'e a'Jttlva 
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I ^Sebiraii i: -tef ■■ ,t h* : liri^ii ;-'h 6^ 1 :^' ariaq * , :|rtHLyawf ;reani1Ei^f 
but lately those biHldinfrs which exceed 40 iquars netMirs 
are being nationalized. Building material is not eaey to bi|fij|| 
often happens that they are bx>ilt with stolen l^bds. ' NinsiyilPl 
priwate homes are bought with inney which haS been gotten 
atolen from pla pea oSf w^ •- ;- 

2. The nodd of the peoplet without hope, Th 
along and pooperate with the present reglae. Boonomlo llfe;:lMiS , 
continues to imorove, Consum'*r goods are found but not when 
suaraer olothee in winter, winter clothes in euro* r and the aai«e; TO^^^ 
to agriculture equipment. ' ' v ^ 

■■ , '■'” /. •S;. t'; .'■ 

'5, ■ In the .ores ent time- more mrrlageaibetwwen Kuseians AttA^ 
ocetiiTiog, The new. gei^erati'bn ia growing up in'- CctimmS ■».; 

4* There are still many deportees in Siberia. Of thoee- 
not. many have returned especially the men. Those who. have 
are physical 'and .mental Invalids. They have dif Ti culty OT 
in the existing conditions . They have difficulty tO' wmSf ^ 

.Very ..of ten ' it happens that Latvians who return from p^wal ' 

reglatered, as a result cannot settle again in Latvlai It h^ppeaejpf 

tha;t. ibe released slaves return to their camp sites in SlberiSv ' 1^rKtji»;;«rea of ^ 

Saisepils end Ogre a secret oonatruotlon is under way and at' •epe‘r^^iUl|Bi^ 

aimi . aigna wh ich forbid trespassing of the people. ^ 



In 1952 it was rumored that in the Baltic concurrent jBljCwtet and'' ^ 6 «^disbp 
naneuven (naval) should occur. In this respect it was hoped ^ftt the. SaeiAM 
would^' invade Latvia. ('T>ie reporter realizes the Improbahlj^ljj^-oif 
but said there was nev-rthelesa nDoarently one which circulated widely lasideVcf^ ' 
I.atvia at the ti~ie.) '.‘’■' e neo-^ie nf l^tvia follow and felt syiepe thy with the 
‘..iungariar reople.ot 199^ and did not understand that the Americans would not help 
the oeoole who ti.ey ttenaelves had earlier incited. The Poles with their threat 
have, hor.vever, attained certain improvement. 

6. ?he .'-.ewnoaner , .-’I 'a 'a Balas , is obtainable only in Higa. In this paper 
are reflected Ehcrtcomlf ■ ^ in tt.e adninis trstion, agriculture- polities and above 
all tne c.-ije for t.he oonle of welfare. 
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circuit tin, ■’ r.-iti.in the 
letters. 



-.i; t t'.ht this does hot apply to ouiil 

n:cn. The jource hart brought with her eeveral 




